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The Asia Initiative reflects the continued strategic importance of further investment in 

globalization at Darden and in connecting to a critical region of the world and a dynamic and 

rapidly changing business environment. 

–Robert F. Bruner 

Dean of the Darden School of Business

Rising global markets require strong relationships. That’s why the Darden School 
of Business launched the Asia Initiative in February 2015. This new strategic effort 

complements Darden’s existing Centers of Excellence—notably the Center for Global 
Initiatives—expanding the boundaries of research and education by connecting the 

East to the West. The Asia Initiative is

•    Advancing understanding of the dynamics of Asian markets and business practices
•    Enhancing Darden’s existing level of expertise and resources in the region

•    Organizing educational and cross-disciplinary activities while facilitating collaboration
•   Improving faculty, student and alumni communications with business leaders and 

policymakers

The initiative provides a hub of global activities that help shape thinking and education 
about major business issues in Asia and the world. Dennis Yang, the Dale S. Coenen 

Free Enterprise Professor of Business Administration, is the academic director of the 
Asia Initiative, which was made possible by the Dean’s Fund for Faculty Excellence.

 
As part of the initiative’s kickoff, U.Va. celebrated the grand opening of its China Office 

in Shanghai with a conference on “Chinese Urbanization: The Next Challenge.” The 
opening coincided with U.Va.’s 190th anniversary, with more than 21 University leaders 

attending the gala and two-day event. 

Interest in China is growing at U.Va. Some 900 students from China attended classes 
on Grounds last year, and more than 125 U.Va. students studied abroad in China. “We 

hope to increase that number significantly in the future,” said Dudley Doane, director 
of the University’s International Studies Office.

In May, the Darden School partnered with Shanghai Jiao Tong University’s Antai College 
of Economics and Management to host the second Shanghai Investing Summit in 

Shanghai’s sky-high financial district, Pudong. Antai’s Dean Lin Zhou and Darden’s 
Dean Robert F. Bruner welcomed more than 175 professional investors, professors, 

and students—including students from Darden’s Global MBA for Executives—to the 
summit, which examined the topic “Cross-Border Investing.”



EAST&
The Asia Initiative reflects the continued strategic importance of further investment in 

globalization at Darden and in connecting to a critical region of the world and a dynamic and 

rapidly changing business environment. 

–Robert F. Bruner 

Dean of the Darden School of Business

Rising global markets require strong relationships. That’s why the Darden School 
of Business launched the Asia Initiative in February 2015. This new strategic effort 

complements Darden’s existing Centers of Excellence—notably the Center for Global 
Initiatives—expanding the boundaries of research and education by connecting the 

East to the West. The Asia Initiative is

•    Advancing understanding of the dynamics of Asian markets and business practices
•    Enhancing Darden’s existing level of expertise and resources in the region

•    Organizing educational and cross-disciplinary activities while facilitating collaboration
•   Improving faculty, student and alumni communications with business leaders and 

policymakers

The initiative provides a hub of global activities that help shape thinking and education 
about major business issues in Asia and the world. Dennis Yang, the Dale S. Coenen 

Free Enterprise Professor of Business Administration, is the academic director of the 
Asia Initiative, which was made possible by the Dean’s Fund for Faculty Excellence.

 
As part of the initiative’s kickoff, U.Va. celebrated the grand opening of its China Office 

in Shanghai with a conference on “Chinese Urbanization: The Next Challenge.” The 
opening coincided with U.Va.’s 190th anniversary, with more than 21 University leaders 

attending the gala and two-day event. 

Interest in China is growing at U.Va. Some 900 students from China attended classes 
on Grounds last year, and more than 125 U.Va. students studied abroad in China. “We 

hope to increase that number significantly in the future,” said Dudley Doane, director 
of the University’s International Studies Office.

In May, the Darden School partnered with Shanghai Jiao Tong University’s Antai College 
of Economics and Management to host the second Shanghai Investing Summit in 

Shanghai’s sky-high financial district, Pudong. Antai’s Dean Lin Zhou and Darden’s 
Dean Robert F. Bruner welcomed more than 175 professional investors, professors, 

and students—including students from Darden’s Global MBA for Executives—to the 
summit, which examined the topic “Cross-Border Investing.”



The Asia Initiative reflects the continued strategic importance of further investment in globalization at Darden 

and in connecting to a critical region of the world and a dynamic and rapidly changing business environment. 

–Robert F. Bruner, Dean of the Darden School of Business

Rising global markets require strong relationships. 
That’s why the Darden School of Business launched 
the Asia Initiative in February 2015. This new 
strategic effort complements Darden’s existing 
Centers of Excellence—notably the Center for 
Global Initiatives—expanding the boundaries of 
research and education by connecting the East to 
the West. The Asia Initiative is

• Advancing understanding of the dynamics of 
Asian markets and business practices

• Enhancing Darden’s existing level of expertise 
and resources by integrating and energizing 
its efforts in the region

• Organizing educational and cross-disciplinary 
activities while facilitating partnerships and 
collaboration

• Improving faculty, student and alumni 
communications with business leaders and 
policymakers in Asia

The initiative provides a hub of global activities 
that help shape thinking and education about 
major business issues in Asia and the world. 
Dennis Yang, the Dale S. Coenen Free Enterprise 
Professor of Business Administration, is the 
academic director of the Asia Initiative, which was 
made possible by the Dean’s Fund for Faculty 
Excellence. 

As part of the initiative’s kickoff, U.Va. celebrated 
the grand opening of its China Office in Shanghai 
with a conference on “Chinese Urbanization: 
The Next Challenge.” The opening coincided 
with U.Va.’s 190th anniversary, with more than 21 
University leaders attending the gala and two-day 
event. 

Interest in China is growing at U.Va. Some 
900 students from China attended classes on 
Grounds last year, and more than 125 U.Va. 

students studied abroad in China. “We hope to 
increase that number significantly in the future,” 
said Dudley Doane, director of the University’s 
International Studies Office.

In May, the Darden School partnered with 
Shanghai Jiao Tong University’s Antai College of 
Economics and Management to host the second 
Shanghai Investing Summit in Shanghai’s sky-high 
financial district, Pudong. Antai’s Dean Lin Zhou 
and Darden’s Dean Robert F. Bruner welcomed 
more than 175 professional investors, professors, 
and students—including students from Darden’s 
Global MBA for Executives—to the summit, which 
examined the topic “Cross-Border Investing.”



The Asia Initiative reflects the continued strategic importance of further investment in globalization at Darden 

and in connecting to a critical region of the world and a dynamic and rapidly changing business environment.  

–Robert F. Bruner, Dean of the Darden School of Business

Rising global markets require strong relationships. That’s why 
the Darden School of Business launched the Asia Initiative in 
February 2015. This new strategic effort complements Darden’s 
existing Centers of Excellence—notably the Center for Global 
Initiatives—expanding the boundaries of research and education 
by connecting the East to the West. The Asia Initiative is

• Advancing understanding of the dynamics of Asian markets 
and business practices

• Enhancing Darden’s existing level of expertise and resources 
by integrating and energizing its efforts in the region

• Organizing educational and cross-disciplinary activities while 
facilitating partnerships and collaboration

• Improving faculty, student and alumni communications with 
business leaders and policymakers in Asia

The initiative provides a hub of global activities that help shape 
thinking and education about major business issues in Asia and 
the world. Dennis Yang, the Dale S. Coenen Free Enterprise 
Professor of Business Administration, is the academic director of 
the Asia Initiative, which was made possible by the Dean’s Fund 
for Faculty Excellence. 

As part of the initiative’s kickoff, U.Va. celebrated the grand opening 
of its China Office in Shanghai with a conference on “Chinese 
Urbanization: The Next Challenge.” The opening coincided with 
U.Va.’s 190th anniversary, with more than 21 University leaders 
attending the gala and two-day event. 

Interest in China is growing at U.Va. Some 900 students from 
China attended classes on Grounds last year, and more than 125 
U.Va. students studied abroad in China. “We hope to increase that 
number significantly in the future,” said Dudley Doane, director of 
the University’s International Studies Office.

In May, the Darden School partnered with Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University’s Antai College of Economics and Management to host 
the second Shanghai Investing Summit in Shanghai’s sky-high 
financial district, Pudong. Antai’s Dean Lin Zhou and Darden’s 
Dean Robert F. Bruner welcomed more than 175 professional 
investors, professors, and students—including students from 
Darden’s Global MBA for Executives—to the summit, which 
examined the topic “Cross-Border Investing.”



&East 
West

The Asia Initiative reflects the continued strategic importance of further 

investment in globalization at Darden and in connecting to a critical region of 

the world and a dynamic and rapidly changing business environment.  

–Robert F. Bruner, Dean of the Darden School of Business

“
”

ising global markets require 
strong relationships. That’s why 
the Darden School of Business 
launched the Asia Initiative in 

February 2015. This new strategic effort 
complements Darden’s existing Centers of 
Excellence—notably the Center for Global 
Initiatives—expanding the boundaries of 
research and education by connecting the 
East to the West. The Asia Initiative is

• Advancing understanding of the dynamics 
of Asian markets and business practices

• Enhancing Darden’s existing level of 
expertise and resources by integrating 
and energizing its efforts in the region

• Organizing educational and cross-
disciplinary activities while facilitating 
partnerships and collaboration

• Improving faculty, student and alumni 
communications with business leaders 
and policymakers in Asia

The initiative provides a hub of global 
activities that help shape thinking and 
education about major business issues in 
Asia and the world. Dennis Yang, the Dale S. 
Coenen Free Enterprise Professor of Business 
Administration, is the academic director of the 
Asia Initiative, which was made possible by the 
Dean’s Fund for Faculty Excellence. 

As part of the initiative’s kickoff, U.Va. 
celebrated the grand opening of its China 
Office in Shanghai with a conference on 

“Chinese Urbanization: The Next Challenge.” 
The opening coincided with U.Va.’s 190th 
anniversary, with more than 21 University 
leaders attending the gala and two-day event. 

Interest in China is growing at U.Va. Some 
900 students from China attended classes on 
Grounds last year, and more than 125 U.Va. 
students studied abroad in China. “We hope 
to increase that number significantly in the 
future,” said Dudley Doane, director of the 
University’s International Studies Office.

In May, the Darden School partnered with 
Shanghai Jiao Tong University’s Antai College 
of Economics and Management to host 
the second Shanghai Investing Summit in 
Shanghai’s sky-high financial district, Pudong. 
Antai’s Dean Lin Zhou and Darden’s Dean 
Robert F. Bruner welcomed more than 175 
professional investors, professors, and 
students—including students from Darden’s 
Global MBA for Executives—to the summit, 
which examined the topic “Cross-Border 
Investing.”

R

r



&East 
West

Rising global markets require strong relationships. 
That’s why the Darden School of Business launched 
the Asia Initiative in February 2015. This new 
strategic effort complements Darden’s existing 
Centers of Excellence—notably the Center for 
Global Initiatives—expanding the boundaries of 
research and education by connecting the East to 
the West. The Asia Initiative is

• Advancing understanding of the dynamics of 
Asian markets and business practices

• Enhancing Darden’s existing level of expertise 
and resources by integrating and energizing 
its efforts in the region

• Organizing educational and cross-disciplinary 
activities while facilitating partnerships and 
collaboration

• Improving faculty, student and alumni 
communications with business leaders and 
policymakers in Asia

The initiative provides a hub of global activities that 
help shape thinking and education about major 
business issues in Asia and the world. Dennis Yang, 
the Dale S. Coenen Free Enterprise Professor of 
Business Administration, is the academic director 
of the Asia Initiative, which was made possible by 
the Dean’s Fund for Faculty Excellence. 

As part of the initiative’s kickoff, U.Va. celebrated 
the grand opening of its China Office in Shanghai 
with a conference on “Chinese Urbanization: 
The Next Challenge.” The opening coincided 
with U.Va.’s 190th anniversary, with more than 21 
University leaders attending the gala and two-day 
event. 

Interest in China is growing at U.Va. Some 900 
students from China attended classes on Grounds 
last year, and more than 125 U.Va. students studied 
abroad in China. “We hope to increase that 
number significantly in the future,” said Dudley 
Doane, director of the University’s International 
Studies Office.

In May, the Darden School partnered with 
Shanghai Jiao Tong University’s Antai College of 
Economics and Management to host the second 
Shanghai Investing Summit in Shanghai’s sky-high 
financial district, Pudong. Antai’s Dean Lin Zhou 
and Darden’s Dean Robert F. Bruner welcomed 
more than 175 professional investors, professors, 
and students—including students from Darden’s 
Global MBA for Executives—to the summit, which 
examined the topic “Cross-Border Investing.”

The Asia Initiative reflects the continued strategic importance of further investment in 

globalization at Darden and in connecting to a critical region of the world and a dynamic 

and rapidly changing business environment.  

–Robert F. Bruner, Dean of the Darden School of Business




